
Part 3 – First Things First 

January 15, 2017 

 

PHILOSOPHY: We don’t serve money; we serve ______. Money serves us as we serve ______. 

What is tithing? 

1. Tithing is ______________ the first ______ of what God entrusts to us back to him 
through this church. 
A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 
belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. ~ Leviticus 27:30 
 

2. Tithing is giving God our __________ and ________ so he can bless the rest. 
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled and overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  
~ Proverbs 3:9-10. 

Why should we tithe? 

Reason #1: Tithing provides for God’s work through the ____________. 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
~ Malachi 3:10 

Reason #2: Tithing teaches us to put God __________. 

• The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives.  
~ Deuteronomy 14:23 (The Living Bible) 
 

• Sacrifice = giving up something we ________ for something we love _______. 
 

• Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.  
But you ask, “How are we robbing you?”  
“In tithes and offerings.” ~ Malachi 3:8 
 

• What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! 
For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but 
you ignore the more important aspects of the law – justice, mercy, and faith. You 
should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. ~ Matthew 23:23 
(New Living Translation) 
 

• The Old Testament says the tithe belongs to God; Jesus says 

____________________ belongs to God. 



Reason #3: Tithing builds my __________ in God. 

• We are asked to trust God to help us use ______ better than we can use ________ 

on our own. 

• Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in 
your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty.  
~ Malachi 3:10-11 

 

What tithing isn’t 

• Tithing is not a substitute for, nor a guard against, our lack of ____________________ 

and __________________________. 

• Tithing is not buying __________ or __________________ from God, the church, or its 

leaders. 

Next steps 

• Answer these questions: 
o Am I (are we) tithing? 
o If not, why? If so, when did I (we) start and how has God blessed me (us) for this 

commitment? 
o Am I (are we) ready/willing to do something different? If not, why? 
o What would it take for me (us) to start tithing? 

 
• Take the Three-Month Tithe Challenge. 

 
• Prayerfully consider committing to Financial Peace University (spouses need to seriously 

discuss this). 
 

• Pray about your finances.  
o Don’t ask for more this week.  
o Ask God to help you cultivate the desire and the discipline to handle your money 

in a way that honors and pleases him. 
 

• Plan to be here January 22 for the first part in the series, “Thrive.” 


